
EXTENSIONS OF REMARKS17968 September 25, 2001 
McKee will take place at Saint Joseph’s 
Church in Jersey City, New Jersey. 

A native of Jersey City, New Jersey, Sister 
McKee is a graduate of St. Mary’s Elementary 
School and St. Dominic’s Academy. 

Throughout her career, she has dem-
onstrated a remarkable ability to assist those 
in need. As a schoolteacher and school ad-
ministrator for 50 years, she has instructed 
and counseled thousands of poor and under-
privileged students in the Jersey City school 
system. Countless school children throughout 
Jersey City have prospered and excelled aca-
demically under Sister McKee’s guidance and 
supervision. 

Later this year, Sister McKee will officially 
retire as Principal of Saint Joseph’s Elemen-
tary School in Jersey City. During her years as 
Principal of Saint Joseph’s, she has imple-
mented and coordinated several education ini-
tiatives that have fostered and enhanced the 
intellectual and learning capabilities of Jersey 
City students. Sister McKee’s 22 years as 
Principal of Saint Joseph’s ranks as one of the 
longest tenures for a school administrator in 
Hudson County history. 

Outside of her teaching and administration 
obligations, Sister McKee has served as an 
essential contributor to the viability and suc-
cesses of the Jersey City community. She has 
actively, participated in programs dedicated to 
assisting disadvantaged women get back on 
their feet. In addition, she has donated her 
time to projects dedicated to providing quality 
social services to the needy. 

Today, I ask my colleagues to join me in 
honoring Sister Joan McKee for her tireless 
work on behalf of the community of Jersey 
City, New Jersey. 
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VERMONT HIGH SCHOOL STUDENT 
CONGRESSIONAL TOWN MEETING 

HON. BERNARD SANDERS 
OF VERMONT 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, September 25, 2001 

Mr. SANDERS. Mr. Speaker, today I recog-
nize the outstanding work done by participants 
in my Student Congressional Town Meeting 
held this summer. These participants were 
part of a group of high school students from 
around Vermont who testified about the con-
cerns they have as teenagers, and about what 
they would like to see government do regard-
ing these concerns. 

I am asking that these statements be print-
ed in the CONGRESSIONAL RECORD, as I be-
lieve that the views of these young persons 
will benefit my colleagues. 

REGARDING NAPSTER 

(By Hydie Buchanan) 

I am here today to talk about whether it is 
right to shut down Napster over the record 
companies’ feeling it infringes on the copy-
rights of artists. 

This case first started in April 1999 when 
the recording industry brought a lawsuit 
against Napster, saying that Napster vio-
lated copyrighted material. Since then, just 

recently, district courts ruled that Napster 
has to put blocks on copyrighted material, 
which Napster has complied with. 

However, although it is against Napster’s 
file-sharing rules to change file names to get 
around the copyrighted blocks, people 
change a song, they add letters or numbers 
to the file name, and therefore it can pass 
the block. And although Napster says that 
they will warn people and then kick them off 
the Napster community, there is over 500,000 
users, so it is kind of hard to keep track of 
them all. 

It’s not that many artists are intimated by 
Napster. Many artists actually support 
Napster. It is the recording industry that 
thinks they are losing profits, when, in all 
reality, profits were up in 1999 because of 
Napster. 

I have a few quotes to share about artists 
who support Napster. Dave Matthews Band, 
in July 2000, said: ‘‘There are a lot of bigger 
problems in the world than whether Napster 
succeeds or fails. I don’t think there is a 
malice coming out of Napster. We allowed 
people to tape our concerts from the begin-
ning, and the record company questioned us 
about allowing that. 

My thinking was that it only makes people 
want to buy more, and increases the devo-
tion of people who are really going to listen 
to us.’’ Which, in this case, shows that he 
supports Napster because it promotes the 
music, not takes away profits, but actually 
increases them. 

Another quote: ‘‘We’re not afraid of the 
Internet. We think it is a very cool way to 
reach our fans. If a band sells 12 million al-
bums, what are we supposed to say? ‘Oh, 
maybe we could have sold 13 million if we 
had just been Internet Nazis.’ 

At a certain point you have to say, Let the 
people have the music.’’ 

Dexter Holland, from Offspring: ‘‘Many of 
the bands that support Napster are maybe 
not the manufactured bands created as boy 
bands, the popular music of today.’’ A lot of 
people think that Napster doesn’t infringe on 
copyrights. And it really doesn’t. Napster 
does not copy the MP3s. The people that are 
on Napster, they’re the ones that create the 
MP3s, either from the program that they 
downloaded off the Internet or burning the— 
ripping the CD onto their hard drive. So, 
really, it’s not Napster. They just created a 
community where people can swap every-
thing, and that is not necessarily so wrong. 

A lot of people that use Napster use it as 
a way to find out more about an artist. Like, 
say they hear one song on the radio and they 
want to hear more about the band before 
they go out and buy the CD. So that’s actu-
ally helping the profits, So, really, the re-
cording industry, they shouldn’t stop people 
from doing that, because it is promoting the 
music. 

Also, Napster is not the only company of 
its sort. There are many other file-sharing 
companies out there, such as Scour or 
Livewire, that also have the same sort of 
system with filesharing. It is also the same 
thing as, say, burning a CD for your friend, 
or recording a tape of songs off the radio. It 
is all the same thing. And, sure, they said 
that recording CDs and tapes is illegal, but 
never really did anything about it. 

In order to shut Napster down, I think you 
would have to stop selling the recordable 
CDs and recordable tapes, because it is all 
the same thing. And you would also have to 

go out onto the Internet and search for every 
site like Napster in order to shut them all 
down, because shutting one down out of 
thousands isn’t really fair. 

REGARDING ABENAKI AND NATIVE AMERICAN 
ISSUES 

(By Fellicia Gagne) 

I am here today to talk about the lack of 
academic success among minorities, specifi-
cally Abenakis. Basically what I’m going to 
be talking about is from last year’s Vermont 
Framework of Standards, which all schools 
are supposed to take, show that 19 percent of 
tenth grade Native Americans met the read-
ing and knowledge interpretation. This 
means that 81 percent can’t read a one- to 
two-paragraph passage and understand and 
interpret what they have read. 

In mathematical skills, the test shows that 
American Indians fall 52 percent below 
standards. Only 14 percent meet the stand-
ards, which is really low. The difficulty is 
with fractions, multiplying, et cetera. What 
that means is they have difficulty with ba-
sics, rather than what normal students 
would be able to do. 

Continuing, I would like to talk about why 
this is happening. Abenakis are a majority of 
my school, and like over 50 percent fall 
below standards. And I don’t see why that 
should be happening. If Abenakis aren’t 
meeting standards now, then how do they ex-
pect to go to college, get a degree, and have 
a good life? That means that my people, 
Abenakis, would be lower in poverty, 
wouldn’t be able to support their families, 
and it is just going to keep happening over 
and over and over again. 

This has been happening for years and 
years, and I feel that it should have been 
changed long ago. What are the reasons that 
this is happening? Racism, maybe. It has 
been in society and schools for years, and 
probably never will leave. Also, Eugenic Sur-
vey. This could also prove what had hap-
pened during the 1920s through the ’40s. 

A professor at UVM thought that he would 
improve Vermont. He thought that he could 
cleanse or change genetically inferior people. 
Because we were different, we had to go 
through a phase where you had to feel un-
comfortable, you couldn’t be proud of who 
you are or what you have been as an indi-
vidual, and you lost a lot of your dignity, 
your pride. 

And, in 1931, Vermont had a sterilization 
law, and it remained until 1973. The effects of 
the survey were loss of pride, dignity, and 
loss of heritage. Many students today that 
are Abenaki either don’t know it or they 
don’t know about their heritage, because it 
has been lost, because of the Eugenics Sur-
vey. If someone can’t be proud of who they 
are or who they come from, then how do they 
expect to show proudness in everything that 
they do? 

Another reason why Abenakis lack the 
academics is because of courses in teaching 
at my school, students feel separated and in-
timidated at school. People are put in cer-
tain classes and special groups where they 
feel that they’re not intermingled enough. 
They don’t have the right people to be 
around them, where they will feel that they 
fit in with all these topics. 

I would like to talk about how we can 
make things better. There will be core-plus 
classes next year, which means that our 
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school is trying core-plus classes. Whether 
you are an honor student or an applied stu-
dent, you are going to be in the same class. 
That could start issues with honor students 
being bored or people being rushed into 
things. 

Mr. Barnett, a teacher at my school, he 
tries to teach reading and writing in all of 
his classes. He tries to help students improv-
ing the skills that they need in everyday life. 
And he is one of the many at my school that 
are trying to change. But I think you need 
the whole school to help make a difference, 
or it’s not going to—it’s not going to have an 
effect. 

Another way that you could make things 
better is through volunteer work. My family 
and I help out at a learning center. It is the 
Abenaki Learning Center in Swanton. Four 
days a week, we help kids with homework, 
and we try and help them understand the ba-
sics of what they need for when they get into 
high school. We open kids to Native Amer-
ican arts and crafts, and we do cooking with 
them. 

And I feel that, if you are Abenaki or if 
you are not, you should know a little about 
the background of the Abenakis, and try and 
pass it on to more people. Because, as the 
years go by, more and more people are for-
getting, and they’re losing everything. 

I feel that these things will help the 
Abenakis, and even other races of our school. 
Like I said, you need everybody to work to-
gether, not just a few here and there. 

I want to thank you for inviting me here to 
speak on a topic that concerns me greatly. 
And I think that one day the Abenakis will 
earn their pride back. 
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HONORING RON BORSKI 

HON. SCOTT McINNIS 
OF COLORADO 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, September 25, 2001 

Mr. McINNIS. Mr. Speaker, I would like to 
take a moment to recognize the efforts made 
by Mr. Ron Borski on behalf of all war vet-
erans of the great State of Colorado. Mr. Bor-
ski single-handedly started a campaign to cre-
ate a veterans memorial in Carbondale, Colo-
rado. After fourteen months of maneuvering 
his way through the state legislature, he has 
succeeded in his mission. 

A resolution was adopted by the state legis-
lature on April 17, 2001 to rename the High-
way 133 Bridge in Carbondale. On Memorial 
Day, it has become tradition that veterans 
throw a wreath from the bridge in remem-
brance of soldiers whose lives were lost in 
battle. This ‘‘Veterans Memorial Bridge,’’ 
seems an appropriate tribute. Due to Mr. Bor-
ski’s noble efforts there will be a formal dedi-
cation ceremony for the renaming of the 
bridge on November 11, 2001. A monument 
will also be dedicated at the Scenic Overlook 
off of Highway 82, which looks out to the 
bridge. 

Mr. Speaker, this project was the vision of 
one man who worked tirelessly in the name of 
all veterans. He undertook this mission on his 
own and saw it through to the end. I would 
like to recognize Ron Borski for his commit-

ment to such a worthwhile cause. The State of 
Colorado and veterans across the country ap-
preciate Ron’s contribution. 
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CHILDREN’S VISION AWARENESS 
DAY 

HON. ROBERT T. MATSUI 
OF CALIFORNIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, September 25, 2001 

Mr. MATSUI. Mr. Speaker, I rise today, in 
honor of Children’s Vision Awareness Day. Vi-
sion Services Plan, which is headquartered in 
Sacramento, California, has joined forces with 
several non-profit organizations to develop the 
Sight for Students program. This charitable 
program is designed specifically to help chil-
dren in need of vital eyecare services. I ask 
my colleagues to join me in support of Vision 
Services Plan and their tireless work and de-
termination to bring proper vision care to our 
nation’s underprivileged children. 

Whereas, our children represent the future 
of this great nation and deserve every oppor-
tunity to succeed in the classroom, at play and 
life in general; 

Whereas according to the United States 
Center for Health Statistics, only 14 percent of 
children in the United States under the age of 
6 receive an eye exam; 

Whereas vision problems affect one in four 
school-age children, according to Prevent 
Blindness America; 

Whereas untreated eye problems can affect 
leaming ability, adjustment in school, athletic 
ability and self-esteem; 

Whereas Vision Services Plan which has 
their headquarters in Sacramento, California 
has a Sight for Student’s Program to help low- 
income, uninsured children obtain the proper 
vision care that they so greatly need; 

Whereas the Sight for Students program 
covers the cost of an eye examination and 
glasses or medically necessary contact lenses 
as well as vision therapy and treatment. 

Whereas numerous community agencies, 
such as America’s Promise, Prevent Blindness 
America, Head Start, the Boys and Girls Clubs 
of America and Communities in School, have 
joined forces with Vision Services Plan to ad-
dress this issue; 

Whereas these many partners have come 
together to hold vision awareness events 
across the country on September 26, 2001, 
National Children’s Vision Awareness Day. 

Since 1997 Vision Services Plan and the 
Sight for Students program have provided free 
eye exams and eyewear to nearly 90,000 chil-
dren across the nation who would not other-
wise have access to these services. I applaud 
their efforts and I am proud to lend my support 
to this program. 

BILL BRACE HONORED 

HON. PAUL E. KANJORSKI 
OF PENNSYLVANIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, September 25, 2001 

Mr. KANJORSKI. Mr. Speaker, I rise today 
to call the attention of the House of Rep-
resentatives to the long and dedicated record 
of public service of Bill Brace, who is retiring 
after 31 years of working for the people of 
Wilkes-Barre, Pennsylvania. He has served as 
city clerk for 29 years and for five of those 
years, he has also served as city adminis-
trator. He will be honored with a retirement 
dinner on Sept. 28. 

Bill graduated from Kingston High School in 
1962 and served in the Army from 1963 to 
1966. He joined the City of Wilkes-Barre gov-
ernment as a city license clerk in 1970 and 
within two years, he had moved up to city 
clerk, the chief administrative officer for the 
City Council. 

It is a testament to Bill’s abilities that he has 
served under seven different mayors. It also 
speaks very well of him that in 1996, rather 
than lose Bill’s services as city clerk because 
incoming Mayor Tom McGroarty wanted him 
to serve as city administrator, the City Council 
convinced Bill to serve in both positions. This 
dual role meant that Bill took on the added re-
sponsibility of serving as the chief administra-
tive officer of a city government that employs 
425 people. 

Bill has also made time for extensive com-
munity involvement over the years, including 
his membership at Veterans of Foreign Wars 
Wilkes-Barre Post 6227, where he served as 
commander from 1973 to 1976. He is a past 
exalted ruler of Elks Wyoming Valley Lodge 
No. 109, where his fellow members recog-
nized his contributions by naming him Elk of 
the Year in 1993. He is also founder and 
chairman of the board of governors of the Kill-
er Bees Athletic Club, a life member of 
AMVETS Post 59 in Hanover Township, and a 
member of the North End Slovak Citizens 
Club, the St. Conrad’s Society, and the St. 
David’s Society. He has also served as a 
board member and officer of the Wilkes-Barre 
City Employees Credit Union for 30 years. 

He has also participated in numerous pro-
fessional organizations, including the Inter-
national Institute of Municipal Clerks, the Inter-
national Municipal Clerks’ Advanced Education 
Academy, the Pennsylvania Local Government 
Secretaries Association, Pennsylvania League 
of Cities and Municipalities, National League 
of Cities and Wyoming Valley Municipal Man-
agers Association. 

Mr. Speaker, I am pleased to call to the at-
tention of the House of Representatives the 
long and dedicated service of Bill Brace to the 
people of Wilkes-Barre, and I wish him all the 
best. 
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